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Gulworthy Primary Academy – Gulworthy 

 

Consultation on a proposal to extend the age range from 4-11 to 2-11 

 

With a growing community and the need for local provision, The Board of 

Trustees, on the recommendation of the school, needs to consider increasing 

the age range for children at Gulworthy Primary Academy. This letter provides 

more detailed information about this proposal and why we believe it would 

be beneficial to the community and the school. We would welcome your 

comments and views on our proposal as part of a consultation process. 

 

If you need this document in a different format or language, please contact 

Devon County Council’s School Consultation Team on 01392 382057 or via 

email: schoolconsultations@devon.gov.uk   

 

Proposal 

 

The Learning Academy Partnership South West (LAP SW) is proposing to 

extend the age range of Gulworthy Primary Academy from 4-11 to 2-11 with 

effect from September 2025. 

 

Background 

 

The Department for Education (DfE) has recently launched a School-Based 

Nursery Capital Grant for which primary-phase schools can bid for funding for 

capital expenditure towards creating school based nursery provision.   

 

The Capital Grant is to support the expansion of childcare places as a result 

of the Government’s increased early years entitlements to families which are, 

from: 

 

• April 2024:- all working parents of two-year-olds can access 15 hours 

per week; 

• September 2024:- all working parents of children aged 9 months up to 

three-years-old can access 15 hours per week; 

• September 2025:- all working parents of children aged 9 months up to 

three-years-old can access 30 hours per week. 

 

LAP SW are therefore proposing to establish a Nursery Class at Gulworthy 

Primary Academy and thereby extend the age range of the school from 4-11 

to 2-11 from September 2025.   

 

The mission of the school Trust is ‘Flourishing Futures’ and the opportunity to 

offer children and families the access to Nursery provision from age 2 is part of 

our ongoing mission. Ensuring children have a wonderful start to their school 

journey. The Board of Trustees would need to apply to extend the school's 

age range to enable it to offer Nursery provision for 2-year-olds.   
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We envisage that this change in provision will provide valuable support to the 

communities of both Gulworthy and Lamerton.  

 

Benefits of the proposal 

 

In light of the increases to early years entitlements and associated funding, 

Devon County Council is projecting an increase in the demand for early years 

places.  

 

By enabling children to start in the nursery at 2-years-old, children will have 

greater consistency and it will enable staff to make a more significant impact 

and identify children’s needs well before they start in the reception class. 

Therefore, we would be able to establish the strongest links possible with our 

families from the outset working to support them from a younger age. We 

would be able to support more parents/carers in finding high quality, flexible 

provision in the local area and offer a wider parental choice. By providing the 

opportunities and experiences to nurture children’s curiosity and knowledge 

we will support children from 2 years old to develop the skills they need to 

move through their education and into the world beyond. We can provide 

the children with a rich, vibrant curriculum which enables them to gain 

knowledge and confidence to develop skills but also grow as a learner, 

preparing them for the next step on their journey. 

 

Parents will still need to make a separate application to Devon County 

Council for a place in the reception class. 

 

Process and Decision-making 

 

The proposal to extend the age range of the school requires the submission of 

a Significant Change application to the DfE. The DfE is the decision-maker.  

 

Following the end of this consultation, and consideration of the responses, the 

Academy Trust is proposing to submit a consolidated application to the DfE. 

The consolidated application will include a Significant Change application to 

extend the age range, and the capital funding application. 

 

Capital and planning 

 

The capital funding will support significant enhancements to Gulworthy 

Primary Academy’s facilities, enabling the development of a more cohesive 

early years learning environment. These improvements include extending the 

current building to give an additional nursery class with dedicated toilet 

facilities and a separate entrance. 

This proposal will not affect the Published Admission Number (PAN) for the 

school, nor the capacity for school aged children, and will not put pressure 

on classroom space for school aged children.  

 

Consultation and decision-making process 

 

This consultation will run from Monday18th November 2024 to Monday 9th  

December 2024.  
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Following the end of the consultation period, the Academy Trust will consider 

the consultation responses and decide whether or not to make an 

application to the Department for Education for capital funding and a 

significant change application to extend the age range of the school. 

 

It is the DfE who will consider the application and decide whether or not to 

approve the change to the age range and the capital funding bid. 

 

Responding to the consultation 

 

The Trust welcome responses on this proposal by the closing date of 9th 

December 2024 either by: 

 

Emailing: Gulworthy@lapsw.org 

 

Or by writing to: Gulworthy Primary Academy, Nursery Consultation, 

Gulworthy, Tavistock, PL19 8JA 

 

All responses to the consultation will be considered and will be shared with 

the school’s leadership team, Board of Directors and Trustees. Responses will 

also be shared with the Department for Education as the decision-maker, but 

we will not send individual responses to any specific points made.   

 

The Trust Privacy Notice can be found here: Fair-Processing-Notice-Spring-

2024-2.pdf 

mailto:Gulworthy@lapsw.org
https://www.lapsw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Fair-Processing-Notice-Spring-2024-2.pdf
https://www.lapsw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Fair-Processing-Notice-Spring-2024-2.pdf

